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Newsletter February 2020 

 

Petitions on international child  
abduction in Japan 
 
At its meeting of 19 February 2020, the 
Committee heard a series of petitions on 
parental child abduction in Japan, which 
claimed that Japan does not comply with 
its obligations under the 1980 Hague 
Convention and the 1989 United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
 
The Members expressed their concern 
over this situation and decided to keep 
the petition open, ask the Commission for information, send for opinion to the High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and to the Japanese Delegation to the EU. In 
addition, the Committee decided to draft a short motion for resolution on this topic.   

 

Petition on the use of the European Structural and Investment Funds in Bulgaria 

The Committee also discussed a petition challenging the planned use of the European Structural 
and Investment Funds (EISF) for building group homes for people with disabilities and for elderly 
people, as part of an effort to deinstitutionalise the long-term care system. The petitioner argued 
that such homes are unlikely to end the segregation and exclusion of the target group from 
society and lobbied for a more individualised approach and that more support should also be 
provided for families and foster families. 

The Members decided to keep the petition open, 
send a letter to the Bulgarian government asking 
about Bulgaria’s approach to “deinstitutionalisation”, 
good practices of real independent living and social 
inclusion, availability of accessible and affordable 
housing options for disabled and elderly people and 
asked the Commission to report on how they ensure 
and promote the full respect of rights ofpersons with 
disabilities. 

 

Documents adopted in PETI: 

- Opinion on Monitoring the Application of EU Law 2017 and 2018 (2019/2132(INI))  

Next PETI meeting: - 16-17 March 2020 

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

 
PETI Secretariat 

peti-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
Petitions Portal 

 
Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/PETI
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/archives/201511/PETI
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/?legislature=8&start-date=01-07-2014&end-date=05-04-2019&committee=PETI
mailto:peti-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
https://petiport.secure.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=PETI
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*** 
PETI activities in 

February: 
- Fact Finding 

Visit to Bulgaria 
(Feb 2019) 

*** 

Petitions on Mar Menor  

At the same meeting, the 
Committee examined three 
petitions highlighting the 
pollution and deterioration 
of the ecosystem in the Mar 
Menor lagoon in Murcia, 
Spain, caused by intensive 
farming and the activity of 
wastewater treatment 
plants. During the debate, 
the petitioners emphasized 
the ecological importance of 
Mar Menor and called for the adoption of urgent measures aimed at reversing 
the environmental damage.  

The Committee decided to keep all petitions open and send letters to the 
Directorate-General for Mar Menor, within the regional Department for the 
Environment of Murcia region, and the Ministry of Environment, asking for 
information regarding actions taken for the effective implementation of the 
relevant EU legislation. The Members also decided to send the petition for 
information to the ENVI Committee. 

  

Fact-Finding Visit to Bulgaria   

The Committee on Petitions' fact-finding mission on enforxement procedures of the civil code pf 
procedure and the alleged use of abusive clauses in Bulgaria took place on 24-26 February 2020.  
The delegation consisted of the Chair Ms. Dolors MONTSERRAT, Vice-chair Ms. Tatjana ŽDANOKA, 
Mr. Loránt VINCZE and Mr. Cristian TERHEŞ, as well as three accompanying MEPs from Bulgaria, 
Ms Tsvetelina PENKOVA, Mr. Andrey SLABAKOV and  Mr. Petar VITANOV.  
 
During the two and a half days, the Members 
met with dozens of petitioners and various 
stakeholders, such the Minister of Justice and 
the Minister of Economy, banks, consumers’ 
associations, bailiffs, judges, the National 
Ombudsman, and visited the Montana 
municipality in order to discuss the situation of 
the local landfill. The delegation will produce a 
comprehensive report of the visit and put 
forward its recommendations and conclusions.  

  
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Petitions Committee and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The PETI Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The PETI Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view expressed on thesewebsites. Photos used under the licence of 
www.shutterstock.com. 

 


